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E-Library, Swayam portal to help achieve zero illiteracy: 

Smriti Irani 

Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani on Saturday said the setting up of a national e-library and project 

`Swayam` were among the many steps being taken by the government to achieve the target of zero 

illiteracy in the country. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/e-library-swayam-portal-to-help-achieve-zero-illiteracy-smriti-

irani_1604662.html 

"India is making significant changes in the next six months. The first mega project is the national e-library 

wherein the IITs (Indian Institute of Technology), IIMs (Indian Institute of Management), NCERT (National 

Council for Educational Research and Training) and also the National Archives will be pooled in," the human 

resource development minister said in the 90-minute programme `Talkathon`, organised by the information and 

broadcasting ministry. 

"On one platform, maximum education resources will be provided. Even the Saarc (South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation) nations have asked us to extend these resources to them and we are doing it," she said. 

Irani said that providing quality higher education was a challenge and therefore the government was on the 

verge of starting the "Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds" (Swayam) online portal that 

will bring together IIT, IIM, CBSE, NIOS, and other institutes to provide free, quality education to classes 9 to 

12. 

"Education will be provided free and exams can be given at any of the 500 earmarked centres that will come up 

all over the country. Degrees and diplomas will be given if you pass the exam," Irani said. 

Under its initiative to highlight the achievements of the government in the past one year, union ministers Irani, 

Piyush Goyal and Nirmala Sitharaman interacted with netizens through Twitter using "#AskYourGovt 

@MIB_India" and the answers were streamed live on the information and broadcasting ministry`s YouTube 

channel. 

Seventy new supercomputers to boost research and hi-tech 

projects in India  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

THE SUPERCOMPUTERS WILL USED FOR CLIMATE MODELLING, WEATHER PREDICTION, 

SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING AMONG OTHERS 

NEW DELHI: The recently launched National Supercomputing Mission will set up 70 supercomputers on a 

high-speed grid and cloud platform in the next three years in various research and academic institutes and 

universities.  

These supercomputers will be put to use for various purposes, including climate modelling, weather prediction, 

scientific and engineering R&D.  

“We are in the process of bidding for selecting the places where the supercomputers are to be installed and this 

should be finalised in the next three to six months. The machines will be installed in phases for the next four 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/e-library-swayam-portal-to-help-achieve-zero-illiteracy-smriti-irani_1604662.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/e-library-swayam-portal-to-help-achieve-zero-illiteracy-smriti-irani_1604662.html
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years to and in parallel, research and development, industry connect and human capacity bases will be 

developed,” Department of Science and Technology, Secretary, Dr Ashutosh Sharma told HT.  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs had approved the launch of the National Supercomputing Mission 

in March.  

The mission would be implemented and steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology and 

Department of Electronics and Information Technology at an estimated cost of ` 4,500 crore over a period of 

seven years.  

Climate modelling unlike weather prediction, Dr Sharma said, is a global phenomenon that requires 

computational effect. “The supercomputers can help us in assessing the temperature, rainfall pattern and even 

the fate of the glaciers,” he said.  

The mission intends to set up the supercomputing facilities on a buy-and-build approach at academic and 

research institutions across the country and network them into a grid.  

Three of them — the first ones to be set up over the first three years — would be India’s first supercomputers 

capable of peta-scale computing.  

Th e y wo ul d join a global league of just 37 such machines. At present, India has t wo supercomputing 

machines in the world’s top 100, and nine in the top 500. Its fastest supercomputer at the Pune- based Indian 

Institute of Tropical Meteorology is ranked 52.  

'Construction Works at IISER Nearing Completion'  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Construction-Works-at-IISER-Nearing-

Completion/2015/05/31/article2842029.ece 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The 240-acre IISER campus would be full-fledged within two to three years, 

said Viswa Mohan Katoch, chairman, Board of Governors, IISER, Trivandrum. The state-of-the-art residential 

campus would be an eco -friendly zone provided with all facilities, including recreation. Of the 240 acres, 190 

would be a green zone and the remaining 50 acres would be the built-up area of the campus, he said.  

“Some controversies had marred IISER regarding the withdrawal of a contractor in the construction works of 

the main building. But the works resumed a little while ago by awarding the contract to a new company and is 

progressing fast. We hope to complete the buildings and other basic infrastructure facilities within a year. We 

are also increasing the strength of faculties so that our ultimate aim is to transform the centre into a research and 

development centre. So there is no room for any controversy,” said M  Radhakrishnan, Registrar, IISER. The 

new fully residential campus would be able to accommodate 1,200 students.  

Centre to Introduce Supercomputing 

Meanwhile, in a major boost to the future of science and technology in the country, the Union Government will 

introduce supercomputing as the technology next level opportunity for all citizens. “The concept of 

supercomputing was envisaged by the Department of Science and Technology to build the nation along with the 

Make in India campaign “, said Ashuthosh Sharma, secretary to the Union Ministry of Science and Technology. 

He was speaking to  mediapersons after delivering the keynote address at the third convocation ceremony of the 

Indian Institute of Science Education and (IISER) on the Vithura campus here on Saturday.  “In fact, the 

country is making a giant leap forward in terms of integrating technology in every sector. The Centre had 

provided all the assistance in buying seven supercomputers at an estimated cost of `4500 crore. That will be 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Construction-Works-at-IISER-Nearing-Completion/2015/05/31/article2842029.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Construction-Works-at-IISER-Nearing-Completion/2015/05/31/article2842029.ece
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totally indigenous. However, with the proper implementation of these, India will be a major partner in the 

advanced technology spectrum. Above all these, we will also launch a most advanced 3.5 m wide telescope and 

that would be the best among the countries in Asia,” he said.  

He further pointed out that the Centre was also planning to launch technology incubators for enhancing the 

innovations and entrepreneurial skills of the young generation.  

EX-FOREIGN MIN OF SINGAPORE TO HEAD NALANDA 

UNIVERSITY 

Hindustan Times (Gurgaon) 

The southwest monsoon has failed to keep its date with Kerala, its first stopover, throwing meteorologists’ 

predictions to the winds again. Interestingly dark clouds hovered over the southern tip on Saturday but it was 

short-lived. After a mild drizzle, the blistering sun reappeared.  

The southwest monsoon, which accounts for four-fifths of the nation’s rainfall, is crucial for millions of the 

country’s farmers.  

“We have pinned much hope on it. Good rain means better returns,” said K Prabhakaran, a paddy farmer in 

Kerala’s rice bowl Kuttanad (central Kerala). But its delay hasn’t disappointed him either. “That’s not a big 

issue. What we need is steady rainfall in coming days,” he said.  

I n t e re s t i n g l y, t h e s t at e received relatively good premonsoon showers this time.  

The southwest monsoon, after hitting Kerala, will move towards central India and provide relief from the heat 

wave in the region. It is expected to strike the national capital by June-end.  

A good monsoon is a key factor in keeping the Indian economy robust. A rain- fed state, last year Kerala 

received 10% excess fall but the country recorded a 12% deficit. Kerala’s 60% power comes from hydel 

projects and 44 rivers that crisscross the state.  

This year, the weather department has predicted a ‘ below normal’ rain, a factor that is already playing on the 

minds of millions dependent on it. MONSOON CAN HIT KERALA BY JUNE 4: IMD  

The India Meteorological Department ( IMD) on Saturday said that monsoon can hit Kerala by June 4 or 5. It 

also said that the heat wave in north India will abate from June 1 because of the formation of a fresh western 

disturbance.  

“The amount of rainfall and the strength of wind that are needed for declaring a monsoon are yet to develop. 

There is a gradual strengthening of wind and it would take three to four more days before monsoon can strike 

Kerala,” IMD director BP Yadav told HT. HTC  

Singapore’s former foreign minister George Yeo will succeed Amartya Sen as the new chancellor of the 

Nalanda University.  

Yeo, who is on the governing board of the university, will take over from Sen who withdrew his candidature for 

a second term as Chancellor of the university in February 2015.  
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“A n e w C h a n c e l l o r in Nalanda. George Yeo, former FM of Singapore is to be the new Chancellor of 

Nalanda University,” MEA spokesperson Vikas Swarup said on Twitter.  

Yeo was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2012 in recognition of his contribution in the field of public affairs.  

Sen, whose term would have ended in July, wrote a letter to his colleagues on the board withdrawing from 

seeking a second term. He said the delay in the approval to his re-appointment was an indication that the 

government was not keen on his second term. “It is hard for me not to conclude that the government wants me 

to cease being the chancellor after July,” Sen had said.  

 

Yeo takes over at a time when the university has several plans on its agenda, including development of its 

sprawling campus and shaping academic plans for the future. Nalanda University vicechancellor Gopa 

Sabharwal said, “With Yeo, the university will strive for further growth. He is a man of vision and one who has 

been part of the Nalanda journey from its very outset.”  
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