‘Institute Must
Withdraw Ban
Immediately’

Chennai: As many as 16 stu-
dent groups came together
on Saturday to condemn the
ban on the student group
Ambedkar-Periyar  Study
Circle by IIT-Madras. Fol-
lowing a press conference in
the morning, at which they
demanded immediate with-
drawal of the ban, some of
the activists proceeded to
protest in front of the IIT-M
campus at Adyar.

“IIT“M must withdraw
the ban immediately. The In-
dian Constitution provides
certain rights and the insti-
tution must not interfere in
the activities of student
groups as it is a matter of
freedom ‘of expression,”
said U Thilagavathy, a stu-
dentactivist,

She Said they were wait-
ing for more student outfits
to join the movement.

Security has been beefed
up around the II'T-M campus
in apprehension of more
| protests. Police arrested sev-
eral protesters, including 60
| members of Democratic
| Youth Federation of India
. (DYFD) and Revolutionary
. Students  Youth  Front
. (RSYF)nearthe campus.
| The police also arrested
| 77 members of the SC/ST
! wing of the Congress party
i who had attempted to lay
i siege to Shasthri Bhavan at
i Nungambakkam. They
{ Wwere detained at a wedding
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16 groups join agitation against
IT-Madras ban on student forum

‘hall until‘the evening. Sever-

al members of the political
party Periyar Dravidar Kaz-
hagam were stopped when
they attempted to organizea.
procession protesting the
ban near Madhya Kailash in
theevening.

IIT-M had de-recognised

ZFOODFonmouGHan-Mseesovers.ssoout
« #=of 8,000 students as regular attendees for its mess
food in the morning, by far the largest percentage
of any college population in India to queue up for
breakfast. An IIT-M alumni co-ordinator says that less
than 10% of the students are from Chennai, due to
which a large number of students stay on the campus
leading to the high number of breakfast attendees

Ambedkar-Periyar  Study
Circle (APSC) following a
letter from the HRD minis-
try seeking the institute’s
answer to an anonymous
complaint alleging that
group had distributed pam-
phlets criticizing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

P

WEST GERMAN LIN
was founded in 1959 with technical
and financial support from West
Germany. Due to this, many German
personalities visit the campus and
there is a mutual understanding with
German universities as well and sever:
exchange programmes take place -

KiTm

A30PER cone
COMP

Top500, a global project that
details the most powerful
supercomputers in the
world, said |IT-Madras has
the fastest super computing
facility among educational
institutions in India

and his policies in the cam-

pus. On Friday, IIT Madras
had justified its decision to
de-recognize the student
group stating that the APSC
had violated the guidelines
of the institute. mw
For thefullreport, log on
to www.timesofindia.com
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NDA ally
PMK, author
Arundhati
slam institute

. Times News NETWORK

Chennai: NDA ally PMK's
chief, R Ramadoss, and
noted author Arundhati Roy
on Saturday joined the pro-
test against the derecogni-
tion of student group Am-
bedkar-Periyar Study Circle
by IIT Madras even as 16 stu-
dent groups came together
tocondemn the ban.

PMK chief S Ramadoss
in a statement said, “There
isnoobjectionable matter in
the notice circulated by the
Ambedkar-Periyar Study
Circle. Only issues dis-
cussed in the social media
andinpublicwereprintedin,
the notice”. If the govern-
ment was unable to accept
even this criticism, then it
was moving towards autoc-
racy, said Ramadoss.

Echoing similar views,
noted author Arundathi Roy
said in a statement, “What is
itabout the APSC that fright-
ened the dean of students of
the IIT Madras enough for
him to unilaterally ‘derecog-
nize’ it"? She said the reason
given was the usual “idiotic
red herring” that they were
spreading hatred among
communities. Another rea-
son they were given was that
the name of their organisa-
tion was considered to be too
‘political’ said Roy: v
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DU confepifs 650 PhDs
at 92nd convocation

Math, Chem Students Do Hindu College Proud

SUCCESS IS SWEET: sdlckphot@vofead\oﬁmatﬂ\econvocaﬁonofbu

Yogesh Kumar

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: After much delay,
Delhi University held its 92«
convocation on Saturday. 650
PhDs were awarded at the con-
vocation, which was heldat the
indoor stadium in the Univer-
sity Sports Complex for the
firsttime.

Hindu College claimed the
maximum number of prizes
and memorial medals—13.

Most of them were won by

MSc chemistry students Dee-
pika Arora and Yukti Arora
and by MSc mathematics stu-
dent Deepshikha. Deepshikha
has won six and shared
every one of them with Sri
Venkateswara College student
Sandeep Bhatt.

A large number of re

searchers from the Sanskrit
department have been award-
ed PhDs—35; 34 were from the
physics and astrophysics de-
partment, 50 from Hindi, 49
from chemistry; 23 from man-
agement, 14 from history and
12from physical education.

At least a couple of prize-
winners left the stage without
either degree or medal—they
couldn’t be located in time-
—and Hindu College teacher
Ratan Lal did not show up at
all, having boycotted the con-
vocation. Instead, he and other
teachers protested at Hindu
College against the “victimiza-
tion” of teachers who havespo-
ken out against the college ad-
ministration. Lal is one of the
seven teachers against whom
the college administration act-

ed for writing to the lieutenant
governor about alleged cor-
ruption in the construction
process of a girls” hostel.

VC Dinesh Singh reminded
students that, despite DU’s
standing, they must remem-
ber that the medal or degree
doesn’tmatter. “Whatmedal or
degree did Bhagat Singh have?
What medal or degree did Ra-
na Pratap have?” he asks and
goes on inasimilar vein before
stating, erroneously, that “Ma-
hatma Gandhi had no univer-
sity degree”.

AlIMSdirector MCMishra
was the guest of honour and
spoke of ‘accidents, cancer,
food habits, the potential im-
pact of an earthquake on Del-
hi, mental health and cardio-
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IIT-M row: Karuna seeks
Modi’s intervention

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN =
CHENNAI

The.temporary de-recogni-
tion by the IIT Ma

management of the Ambedkar
Periyar Study Circle, a Left ini-
tiative at IIT Madras campus
has succeeded in uniting the
Opgosition parties in Tamil
Nadu barring the BJP which
were otherwise struggling to
find a common ground to
work together. Sunday saw M
Karunanidhi, the grand old
man of Indian politics, asking
for the immediate intervention
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to resolve the crisis gen-
erated by the de-recognition of
the APSC.

According to Karunanidhi
(93), the II'T Madras has turned
into a war zone because of the
IIT-M management’s decision
to de-recognise the APSC.
“The de-recognition of APSC
should be revoked immediate-
ly to ensure that peace is
returned to the IIT campus.
Because of this action, the oth-
erwise peaceful campus has

¢ i %
The de-recognition of
APSC should be revoked
immediately to ensure
peace at the |IT campus.
Because of this action,
the otherwise peaceful
campus has turned into
a‘war zone

turned into a war zone,” said
Karunanidhi. He blamed the
ruling AIADMK for its silence
over the issue which has given
an impression that it too was
following the policy of foment-
ing communal polarisation.
Except for the BJP, all major
parties and caste groups have
come out in the open chal-

lenging the de-recognition of
the APSC based on an anony-
mous letter. The BJP leadership
in Tamil Nadu questioned the
propriety of the APSC making
use of the facilities in a afx)liti-
cally neutral educational cam-
pus to criticise centre,
Meanwhile, leaders of the
APSC said they would strive
hard to set up branches in all
educational institutions, includ-
ing all IITs in the country.
Sources in IIT Madras said the
APSC was a brainchild of the
CPI(M). “The appointment of
Sitaram Yechury as CPI(M)
general secretary has given us
a major psychological boost.
Our objective is to highlight the
high c{iscrimination prevail-
ing in IIT staff appointment,”
said one of the student activists.
Akhil, a APSC activist , fur-
nished details of an RTI data
from the II'T-M management
which mentions that out of the
536 teaching staff in II'T Madras,
only 13 were from the SC and
ST categories. “Even the OBC
sections have not received the
mandatory quota,” said Akhil.
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Political leaders seek Modi's
Intervention in IIT-M issue

CHENNALI, DHNS: Various po-
litical leaders in Tamil Nadu
including DMK president M
Karunanidhi on Sunday
sought Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's help to lift
the II'T-M ban on Ambedkar-
Periyar Study Centre (APSC).

Karunanidhi termed the
de-recognition of APSC by
IIT-Madras as curtailing the
freedom of expression of the
students and said that the ban
has led a series of agitations.

“The agitation also turned the -

IIT into a battle field”, he said.
He further added that, DMK
Student’s wing will also stage
a protest demonstration in
front of IIT on Monday de-

Narendra Modi

manding a lift on the ban.-

The other political leaders,

and Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee President E V K
S Elangovan,who have also
questioned Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment’s silence on the is-
sue.

Echoing similar views, po-
litical leaders said though it
appeared that the Prime Min-
ister does not give impor-
tance to such unwanted is-
sues like imposing a ban on
democratic forums, such uni-
lateral and autocratic deci-
sions by his Ministers would
only endanger peace.

They urged the Centre to
intervene on the issue and re-

yvho have condemned theban store peace and healthy at-
include PMK chief Ramadoss mosphere in the campus.

Asian Age ND 01/06/2015 p-14

NEW DELHI MAY 31

The Delhi University is all
set to introduce the choice-
based credit system
(CBCS) as mandated by the
University Grants
Commission (UGC), but a
section of  teachers
claimed that statutory bod-
ies are being reduced to
rubber stamps in order to
enforce the directive.
According to a senior DU
official, the university’s
executive council and aca-
demic council have
approved the new system
and the university has
implemented it as mandat-
ed by the UGC. “The DU is

fully prepared to introduce
Lt G%nd will abide by the

in toto,”

‘'he sai
Some council members,
however, claimed the uni-
versity was arm-twisting
them and reducing statuto-
ry bodies into rubber
stamps instead of taking
the demands of teachers
and students into account
and conveying the same to
the HRD ministry. “No dis-
cussion was allowed by the
vice-chancellor at the exec-
utive council meeting. We
were told by him that since
the UGC has asked us, we
have to do it and the pro-
posal was passed despite
dissent from five mem-

OSomeeouncIl
members claimed
the university was
arm-twisting them
and reducing statu-
tory bodies into rub-
borstampslnsbad

HRD ministry

bers,” said an executive
council member.
When dissent is not

taken into account, what is

the point of having a statu-,

tory body just for a rubber
stamp to add legality to the
proposal?” asked another
executive council member,
who alleged that members
were arm-twisted into
agreeing to the items on
the meeting’s agenda with-
out any discussion.

Other members said that
the varsity has the right to
express disagreement to
the UGC proposal, but
despite over 50 colleges
rejecting it and four
departments refusing to
draft the CBCS syllabus,
the DU has not raised the
issue even once with
either the ministry or the

UGC. “The CBCS is being
implemented now, in the
same manner in which the
four-year undergraduate
programme (FYUP) was
rolled in. And time will
show that it meets the
same fate as FYUR"” anoth-
er member of the execu-
tive council said.
Accusing the DU of
implementing the pro-
e “arbitrarily,” the
critics ~of the CBCS
claimed the scheme was
being brought in after
bypassing the executive
council. The DU had earli-
er asserted that if the aca-
demic and executive coun-
cils did not give their nod,
the CBCS would not be

Many angry over DU nod to CBCS

implemented. e

The UGC had in
September last year asked
all central universities to
implement the choice-
based credit system from
the ensuing academic ses-
sion. The new system
allows students “seamless
mobility” across higher
education institutions
along with transfer of
course credits.

The debate regarding the
choice-based credit system
is '}ntensifying as a section
among the academic fra-
ternity has rejected the
proposed reforms in the
education system as a
crackdown on varsities’
autonomy.
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II'T Roorkee scientists
design quake-resistant
house from used tyms

Vanita Srivastava

com

NEW DELHI: Scientists at IIT
Roorkee have come up with a new

construction technique frearth- -

quake resistant housing using
recycled pieces of rubber tyres
and the scheme is based on the
principle of dissipating energy.
Pankaj Agarwal of the depart-
ment of earthquake engineer-
ing, IIT Roorkee told HT: “This is
based on interlocking of pre-cast
slotted concrete blocks with the
help of energy dissipation links.
These links are prepared by recy-
cling pieces of rubber tyres lami-
nated by very thin steel plates.
These links not only restrict the
movement of each concrete block
is in all possible directions but
alsodissipate the energy through
yielding under extreme earth-
quake loading conditions.”
Describing the methodology
Agarwal said: “The load capacity
of these links is kept lower than
that of the concrete blocks so that

under strong earthquake shaking,
the energy is dissipated through
friction between concrete blocks
and the deformation of links with-
out damaging the concrete blocks.”

The seismic performance of
this interlocked block masonry
system with energy dissipater
links has been verified under
simulated strong earthquake
conditions on the shake table
testing facility.

= A model of the
resistant house at lIT Roorkee

The simulated motion cor-
responds to the strongest earth-
quake motion expected in the
seismic zone V (the most severe
zone) of Indian Seismic Code.

“The tested system withstood
this severe shaking without any
distress and was found to be ina
state fit for immediate occupation
even after the test. The design of
link system is still under deve;l_-‘
opment and other materials are
being evaluated for potential
application and improving the
seismic withstand capacity of
the system.” _

. Agarwal said that the model
was for single storey and plans
were on for testing a similar
model for a double storey. “There
would not be any increase in con-
struction cost. The damage due to
quake will be minimal,” he said.
The residential building system
constructed with this technol-
ogy has higher energy dissipa-
tion capacity as compared to
conventional masonry buildings.
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Cheetah
robot can
jump over
hurdles now

Washington: MIT resear-
chers have trained their
cheetah robot to jump over
hurdles as it runs —making
it the first four-legged robot
that can run and jump over
obstacles autonomously.
The Massachusetts Insti-

‘tute of Technology research-

ers had demonstrated last
yearthat the robotic cheetah
was able torun untethered.

The feat was performed
by the robot without the use
of cameras or other vision
systems.

Now, the robot can ‘see’,
with the use of onboard LI-
DAR — a visual system that
usesreflectionsfromalaser
tomap terrain.

The researchers devel-
oped a three-partalgorithm
to plan out the robot’s path,
based on LIDAR data. Both
the vision and path-plan-
ning system are onboard
therobot, giving it complete
autonomous control.

To get a running jump,
the robot plans out its path,
much like a human runner:
As it detects an approach-
ing obstacle, it estimates
that object’s height and
distance.en
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In a first, China unveils
facial-recognition ATM

New Machine Can Also ldentlfy Counterfelt Notes

Beijing: Chinese researchers
have successfully developed the
first automated teller machine
(ATM) with facial recognition
technology to reduce the risk of
theft, reports said.

The developers include Tsing-
hua University and Tzekwan
Technology, a Hangzhou firm in
eastern China’s Zhejiang prov-
ince that provides security protec-
tion for financial transactions.
Tzekwan chairman Gu Zikun, an
anti-counterfeit technology ex-
pert, believes the technology will
curb ATM-related crimes. The
product has already passed certi-
fication and would soon be availa-
ble forsale.

China currently relies mostly
on imported ATM technology, the
report said, but the new machine,
which combines high-speed bank-
note handling, improved counter-
feit-bill recognition and facial rec-
ognition, was wholly Chinese.

However, it is unclear who will

FACE VALUE

manufacturethe ATMsand how it
will collect facial data.

The news come a week after
the state launched its “Made in
China” campaign, which aims to

transition the mainland from a
manufacturing hub for low-end
goods to high-quality products
within the next 10 years.

Cash machines using finger-
print authentication have sprung
up in countries like Chile and Col-
ombia, though these biometric
ATMs have not found favour with
some countries like the United
States because of privacy con-
cerns and its high cost.

The new ATMs are expected to
connect with the country’s banks
and public security networks,
which allows only cardholders to
withdraw money, even if someone
else knows the password.

But opponents to the technolo-
gy have voiced their concerns
about privacy and accuracy on-
line. “What happens if someone
had plastic surgery to look like
someone else,” one user asked.
“How much will it take to turn my
face into Jack Ma’'s (founder of Ali
Baba)? questioned another. en
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E-Library, Swayam portal to help achieve zero illiteracy:
Smriti lrani

Union HRD Minister Smriti lIrani on Saturday said the setting up of a national e-library and project
“Swayam’ were among the many steps being taken by the government to achieve the target of zero
illiteracy in the country.

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/e-library-swayam-portal-to-help-achieve-zero-illiteracy-smriti-
irani 1604662.html

"India is making significant changes in the next six months. The first mega project is the national e-library
wherein the 11Ts (Indian Institute of Technology), 11Ms (Indian Institute of Management), NCERT (National
Council for Educational Research and Training) and also the National Archives will be pooled in," the human
resource development minister said in the 90-minute programme “Talkathon’, organised by the information and
broadcasting ministry.

"On one platform, maximum education resources will be provided. Even the Saarc (South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation) nations have asked us to extend these resources to them and we are doing it," she said.

Irani said that providing quality higher education was a challenge and therefore the government was on the
verge of starting the "Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds" (Swayam) online portal that
will bring together 11T, 11M, CBSE, NIOS, and other institutes to provide free, quality education to classes 9 to
12.

"Education will be provided free and exams can be given at any of the 500 earmarked centres that will come up
all over the country. Degrees and diplomas will be given if you pass the exam," Irani said.

Under its initiative to highlight the achievements of the government in the past one year, union ministers Irani,
Piyush Goyal and Nirmala Sitharaman interacted with netizens through Twitter using "#AskYourGovt
@MIB_India" and the answers were streamed live on the information and broadcasting ministry's YouTube
channel.

Seventy new supercomputers to boost research and hi-tech
projects in India

Hindustan Times (Jaipur)

THE SUPERCOMPUTERS WILL USED FOR CLIMATE MODELLING, WEATHER PREDICTION,
SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING AMONG OTHERS

NEW DELHI: The recently launched National Supercomputing Mission will set up 70 supercomputers on a
high-speed grid and cloud platform in the next three years in various research and academic institutes and
universities.

These supercomputers will be put to use for various purposes, including climate modelling, weather prediction,
scientific and engineering R&D.

“We are in the process of bidding for selecting the places where the supercomputers are to be installed and this
should be finalised in the next three to six months. The machines will be installed in phases for the next four
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years to and in parallel, research and development, industry connect and human capacity bases will be
developed,” Department of Science and Technology, Secretary, Dr Ashutosh Sharma told HT.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs had approved the launch of the National Supercomputing Mission
in March.

The mission would be implemented and steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology and
Department of Electronics and Information Technology at an estimated cost of * 4,500 crore over a period of
seven years.

Climate modelling unlike weather prediction, Dr Sharma said, is a global phenomenon that requires
computational effect. “The supercomputers can help us in assessing the temperature, rainfall pattern and even
the fate of the glaciers,” he said.

The mission intends to set up the supercomputing facilities on a buy-and-build approach at academic and
research institutions across the country and network them into a grid.

Three of them — the first ones to be set up over the first three years — would be India’s first supercomputers
capable of peta-scale computing.

Th ey wo ul d join a global league of just 37 such machines. At present, India has t wo supercomputing

machines in the world’s top 100, and nine in the top 500. Its fastest supercomputer at the Pune- based Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology is ranked 52.

'Construction Works at I1ISER Nearing Completion®

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Construction-Works-at-1I1SER-Nearing-
Completion/2015/05/31/article2842029.ece

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The 240-acre 1ISER campus would be full-fledged within two to three years,
said Viswa Mohan Katoch, chairman, Board of Governors, IISER, Trivandrum. The state-of-the-art residential
campus would be an eco -friendly zone provided with all facilities, including recreation. Of the 240 acres, 190
would be a green zone and the remaining 50 acres would be the built-up area of the campus, he said.

“Some controversies had marred IISER regarding the withdrawal of a contractor in the construction works of
the main building. But the works resumed a little while ago by awarding the contract to a new company and is
progressing fast. We hope to complete the buildings and other basic infrastructure facilities within a year. We
are also increasing the strength of faculties so that our ultimate aim is to transform the centre into a research and
development centre. So there is no room for any controversy,” said M Radhakrishnan, Registrar, IISER. The
new fully residential campus would be able to accommodate 1,200 students.

Centre to Introduce Supercomputing

Meanwhile, in a major boost to the future of science and technology in the country, the Union Government will
introduce supercomputing as the technology next level opportunity for all citizens. “The concept of
supercomputing was envisaged by the Department of Science and Technology to build the nation along with the
Make in India campaign “, said Ashuthosh Sharma, secretary to the Union Ministry of Science and Technology.
He was speaking to mediapersons after delivering the keynote address at the third convocation ceremony of the
Indian Institute of Science Education and (I1ISER) on the Vithura campus here on Saturday. “In fact, the
country is making a giant leap forward in terms of integrating technology in every sector. The Centre had
provided all the assistance in buying seven supercomputers at an estimated cost of “4500 crore. That will be
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totally indigenous. However, with the proper implementation of these, India will be a major partner in the
advanced technology spectrum. Above all these, we will also launch a most advanced 3.5 m wide telescope and
that would be the best among the countries in Asia,” he said.

He further pointed out that the Centre was also planning to launch technology incubators for enhancing the
innovations and entrepreneurial skills of the young generation.

EX-FOREIGN MIN OF SINGAPORE TO HEAD NALANDA
UNIVERSITY

Hindustan Times (Gurgaon)

The southwest monsoon has failed to keep its date with Kerala, its first stopover, throwing meteorologists’
predictions to the winds again. Interestingly dark clouds hovered over the southern tip on Saturday but it was
short-lived. After a mild drizzle, the blistering sun reappeared.

The southwest monsoon, which accounts for four-fifths of the nation’s rainfall, is crucial for millions of the
country’s farmers.

“We have pinned much hope on it. Good rain means better returns,” said K Prabhakaran, a paddy farmer in
Kerala’s rice bowl Kuttanad (central Kerala). But its delay hasn’t disappointed him either. “That’s not a big
issue. What we need is steady rainfall in coming days,” he said.

Interestingly,thestate received relatively good premonsoon showers this time.

The southwest monsoon, after hitting Kerala, will move towards central India and provide relief from the heat
wave in the region. It is expected to strike the national capital by June-end.

A good monsoon is a key factor in keeping the Indian economy robust. A rain- fed state, last year Kerala
received 10% excess fall but the country recorded a 12% deficit. Kerala’s 60% power comes from hydel
projects and 44 rivers that crisscross the state.

This year, the weather department has predicted a ‘ below normal’ rain, a factor that is already playing on the
minds of millions dependent on it. MONSOON CAN HIT KERALA BY JUNE 4: IMD

The India Meteorological Department ( IMD) on Saturday said that monsoon can hit Kerala by June 4 or 5. It
also said that the heat wave in north India will abate from June 1 because of the formation of a fresh western
disturbance.

“The amount of rainfall and the strength of wind that are needed for declaring a monsoon are yet to develop.
There is a gradual strengthening of wind and it would take three to four more days before monsoon can strike
Kerala,” IMD director BP Yadav told HT. HTC

Singapore’s former foreign minister George Yeo will succeed Amartya Sen as the new chancellor of the
Nalanda University.

Yeo, who is on the governing board of the university, will take over from Sen who withdrew his candidature for
a second term as Chancellor of the university in February 2015.
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“AnewChancellorinNalanda. George Yeo, former FM of Singapore is to be the new Chancellor of
Nalanda University,” MEA spokesperson Vikas Swarup said on Twitter.

Yeo was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2012 in recognition of his contribution in the field of public affairs.

Sen, whose term would have ended in July, wrote a letter to his colleagues on the board withdrawing from
seeking a second term. He said the delay in the approval to his re-appointment was an indication that the
government was not keen on his second term. “It is hard for me not to conclude that the government wants me
to cease being the chancellor after July,” Sen had said.

Yeo takes over at a time when the university has several plans on its agenda, including development of its
sprawling campus and shaping academic plans for the future. Nalanda University vicechancellor Gopa
Sabharwal said, “With Yeo, the university will strive for further growth. He is a man of vision and one who has
been part of the Nalanda journey from its very outset.”
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